In this first exclusively online edition, we were unable to place all the articles already accepted for publication. Accordingly, some will appear online 'in press' . Among the offerings in this issue are studies from all over sub-Saharan Africa: Noubiap et al. [1] reported on a survey of genetic deafness in Cameroon and identified the Waardenburg syndrome as the most common cause of syndromic deafness. Neille et al. [2] studied sound sources in neonatal care units in Johannesburg and demonstrated excessive noise levels compared with recommendations from the American Association of Pediatricians. Kuti et al. [3] studied predictors of duration of hospital stay in children hospitalised with pneumonia in The Gambia. Izugbara [4] took the high childhood mortality rate in Nigeria as a cue to study the household characteristics of childhood deaths and determined, unsurprisingly, that parent age, education, poverty and region of residence had the strongest associations with the risk of childhood death. And finally, Swart et al. [5] from Bloemfontein studied the reticulocyte haemoglobin content (CHr) in the diagnosis of iron-deficiency anaemia. The CHr measures functional iron available for recent erythropoiesis. The authors concluded that it merited more general application.
As usual, we also carry several case reports that have relevance to a wider audience.
As the Journal moves into a bright online future, we hope to continue to contribute to the growth and dissemination of knowledge in the field of child health.
Enjoy the read! D F Wittenberg MD, FCP (SA) Editor
